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put to death, and heresy must be burnt out of
the land. So Mary stood forward in her own eyes
as the champion of the true religion, and as one
who must force her people back to the right
ways. In the eyes of the people, however, she
stood forward as the champion of persecution, of
death and torture, and of foreign domination over
England. Wyatt was the first to rebel against
Mary's ideas. He plotted to replace this daughter
of a Spaniard, this would-be wife of the King
of Spain, by the Princess Elizabeth, who was
" English " on both sides, and who by reason
of her birth must be opposed to the Papacy.
He did not mean to rely solely on popular dis-
content; he meant also to get help from France,
the bitter enemy of Spain, who was ready to help
on any proposal which might weaken Philip and
prevent him from gaining England as his ally.
Now, dangerous as any revolt of this sort would
be to Elizabeth, the plotting with France made
the danger far greater. For the French ambassador
had already shown a great interest in the Princess,
and Elizabeth had tried to secure for herself one
friend at least by responding to his advances.
She had been reproved for her friendliness, and
in addition Mary had shown her fear and dislike
of her sister by refusing to recognize her as heir
to the throne. Finally, Elizabeth had been in
such disfavour that she had been " given leave "
to withdraw from Court and go into the country.
While she spent Christmas in disgrace the Spanish